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Synopsis 
Moonflower, is a short documentary film by 1st Year Westminster Film School Students, about a retired botanist who, since 1998, began 
identifying them self as both transgender and transvestite. Rather than fully transitioning from a man to a woman indefinitely, they spend their 
daytimes as Robin the man, and their night hours as Louise the woman. Furthermore, Robin and Louise are married. 
 
INSPIRATION 

 
Moonflower was inspired by a number of different films, notably Spike Jonze's Her in regards to its organic cinematic and film-like quality - 
something that, like the colour scheme prevalent in a number of recent contemporary independent films, was at the forefront of the Director & 
Cinematographer’s mind.  
 
Although we were fully aware of the style of documentary we wished to use - observational and poetic - we wanted to create a certain aesthetic 
quality to the film with a specific framing and colour scheme. We also wanted to shy away from the conventional sit-down interview and hoped 
we could create a participatory relationship between director and subject.  
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Behind the scenes 
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 

   
Liam Winter [Director] 
is an aspiring filmmaker 
and student at 
Westminster Film School. 
He studied a Diploma in 
Performance Design at 
Central St Martins, and 
has a particular interest in 
production design, 
abstract art and the more 
deep-rooted sub-texts 
found in original 
documentary filmmaking. 
He recently worked on 
Party Animal as 
Production Designer and 
is currently producing 
Rules,Regulations, Pastries. 

Elisa Matvejeva 
IAFT-HK [DOP] is an 
emerging Cinematographer 
and, prior to being accepted 
to Westminster Film School, 
is also a recent graduate of 
The International Academy 
of Film and Television in 
Hong Kong, where she shot, 
wrote and directed her major 
project Elephant In The 
Room - a short film about 
friendship which follows two 
young men as they 
simultaneously grow with 
and through their friendship.  

Louis Holder BFIFA 
[Producer] also studies film 
at Westminster and is an 
experienced 
Director-Producer, 
Cinematographer, Arts 
Activist and Broadcaster. He 
has created, directed and 
produced many shorts, 
documentaries and 
featurettes which have 
featured at film festivals 
worldwide and is an alumnus 
of the BFI Film Academy. 
He has finished touring the 
acclaimed short biopic on his 
grandfather; John Holder: 
Illustrator. He is currently 
working on his 
feature-length directorial 
debut One Night More. 

Lucy Beard [Sound 
Recordist & Designer] is 
a Film Student at 
University of 
Westminster and an 
aspiring Sound Designer. 
Lucy used Sound to 
miraculous effect in 
Moonflower, having 
manually recorded all 
sounds to create a 
wondrous soundscape 
which defines the unique 
and organic quality of the 
documentary.  

Olivia Richards [Editor] 
also studies Film at 
Westminster specialising 
in Editing & Casting. She 
is also the Casting 
Director & Costume 
Supervisor for Desire, a 
drama-thriller about a 
seemingly innocent crush 
which turns into 
something far more 
monstrous, which is also 
shot on 16mm Film. 
Olivia will also reprise 
her role as both Editor 
and as Casting Director 
from Desire for Rave. 

Lucy Manotam [Stills 
Photographer & 
Production Assistant] is 
an aspiring Script & Film 
Editor, she recently 

facebook.com/moonflowerdocumentary      |      twitter.com/moonflowerfilm      |      @moonflowerfilm      #moonflowerfilm 

http://www.louisholder.com/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt5892632/?ref_=nv_sr_1


 

worked as Script 
Supervisor & Sound 
Recordist on indie 
feature-length film One 
Night More and 
developed the script and 
assisted communications. 
For Moonflower, Lucy 
assisted the DIT 
workstation and 
developed the social 
media strategy for the 
documentary. 

THE DOCUMENTARY 
As Robin is a retired botanist, we will take him to his local allotment to film him describing his career in the study of plants. We will use his 
explanation of the hermaphroditic nature of plants as a direct metaphor for his status as someone who identifies as both male and female. Whilst 
he travels back from the allotment we will interview him about his opinion of the role of women in society. This will allow us to capture insert 
shots of women walking on the street with him and construct a Kuleshov effect style montage throughout the interview. 
 
A portrait of Louise hangs on the wall in their home, it was drawn by neighbour and close friend Mr John Holder. We will invite Mr Holder to 
the home and simultaneously Introduce Louise to the audience by asking Robin to describe his relationship with her to Mr Holder. 
 
All of our interviews will be designed to appear as though they have stemmed from the actions that Robin and Louise are taking, when in fact, 
we will be placing Robin/ Louise in the situations with the intention of asking very specific questions. Asking Robin to smoke a cigarette will be 
a perfect time to expose the nuance that Robin smokes and Louise doesn’t for example. 
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The main conflict of Moonflower is the relationship between Robin and Louise. We aim to inexplicitly ask the audience whether Louise still 
needs Robin or whether she would live a more enjoyable life without him. As Louise is at the Diamond club with her friends enjoying herself we 
will edit the film making it appear that Robin remains at home, procrastinating, waiting for his wife to return. Can Louise ever be fully present in 
a moment if half of her remains hidden away? Themes of Identity and sexuality and society’s perception of both will also be apparent in 
Moonflower. 
 
By removing interviewer presence, creating pseudo monologue, this documentary may at first appear to be an observational documentary. 
However, by implementing editing techniques such as apparent parallel editing to present Robin and Louise as separate people, Rotoscoping, 
photographic stills, diagrams and staging this would be better described as a poetic documentary. The use of the Moonflower as a symbol for 
Robin and Louise’s duality running throughout the film adds to its poetic identity as well. 

PRODUCTION 
We went to Cambridge, where Robin and Louise live and we filmed them in their home as well as visiting their allotment. Another key location 
was The Boathouse Pub where a transgender club event will be hosted by a group called The Diamonds on the night of Thursday the 15th 
February. As Robin is a retired botanist, we will take him to his local allotment to film him describing his career in the study of plants. 
 
We will use his explanation of the hermaphroditic nature of plants as a direct metaphor for his status as someone who identifies as both male and 
female. Whilst he travels back from the allotment we will interview him about his opinion of the role of women in society. This will allow us to 
capture insert shots of women walking on the street with him and construct a Kuleshov effect style montage throughout the interview. 
 
A portrait of Louise hangs on the wall in their home, it was drawn by neighbour and close friend Mr John Holder. We will invite Mr Holder to 
the home and simultaneously Introduce Louise to the audience by asking Robin to describe his relationship with her to Mr Holder. 
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All of our interviews will be designed to appear as though they have stemmed from the actions that Robin and Louise are taking, when in fact, 
we will be placing Robin/ Louise in the situations with the intention of asking very specific questions. Asking Robin to smoke a cigarette will be 
a perfect time to expose the nuance that Robin smokes and Louise doesn’t for example. 
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